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Political Participation:
A Developmental Perspective

Dr: Ali Abbas Murad *

The collapse of the Soviet
Union and the disintegration of
the Socialist camp have put a
decisive end to the dichotomy of
the world to bf divided into two
camps: capitalist and socialist.
Yet, it has not brought to an end
another dichotomy by which the
wotld had divided into twoO
blocks-advanced and under deve-

loped.

No matter how those who are
interested in underdevelopment
matter may seem to be at odds
with Tts definition and aspects,
they still agree that it 1s 2
comprehensive and complex ph-
enomenon, the negative effects of
which may prevail in all systems
and institutions of the society.
This imposes on the societies that
suffer from underdevelopment tO
try to confront it and deal with it
in a comprehensive and complex
way through a process of deve-
lopment.

This study is in line with the
prevailing point of view held
currently on this issue. It sup-
ports the thought that sees the
first and most important reason
for underdevelopment is political
underdevelopment, and that the
first and most significant reason
for political underdevelopment 1s
the absence or loss of political
participation i the underde-
veloped ~countries. Thus, the
solution to the ctisis of political
participation i them would be
the basis for solving this ctisis.

In addition, the recent circu-
mstances the world is witnessing
and which have been arising
under the influence of the pol-
icies of globalization and their
applications, give additional imp-
ortance to the political particip-
ation. Confrontation with these
policies and applications imposes
on these countties the develop-
pment of their capabilities, which

*Associated Prof , Political Science Dept, Gaty

ounis University , Benghazi - Libya .



entails the achievement of pol-
itical stability that is 2 prerequisite
for achieving development, beca-
use the development also entails
the existence of efficient reg-
imes, which should be capable of
implementing and administering
it. However, efficiency is sorely

83

available for dictatorial regimes in
which the political patticipation is
very absent. This should provide
new additional reasons for emp-
hasizing the Importance of pol-
itical participation and its nece-
ssity for achieving development
in the underdeveloped countries.
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